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While Montgomery County
has a higher use per capita
for mental health services, it
is among the lowest in Kansas
when it comes to public contri-
bution for those same services,
Hennen argued. Montgomery
County ranks 101st out of 105
counties in per capita spend-
ing for mental health services.
Per capita spending for men-
tal health is $7.70 per county;
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Montgomery County’s per cap-
ita spending on mental health
services is $2.36.

“That subsidy is, quite
frankly, critical to get access to
mental health services,” Hen-
nen said. “We can be on every
street corner in the county,
but if the residents cannot af-
ford to come through the front
door, than that service is not
accessible.”

Hennen also argued for
more investment in mental

FCMHC director
urges funds for
mental health

Countywide subsidy
supports two programs
at a discounted
rate: counseling and
psychiatric care

BY ANDY TAYLOR
chronicle@taylornews.org

INDEPENDENCE — The top
official with the Four County
Mental Health Center urged
Montgomery County commis-
sioners on Monday to make
greater investments in local
mental health services.

Greg Hennen, FCMHC exec-
utive director, asked commis-
sioners to increase a taxpayer
subsidy, which is assessed in
the county’s budget, for only
two of the 42 total programs
offered by FCMHC: counsel-
ing and psychiatric services.
Those two programs are made
available to local residents as
a discounted fee following tra-
ditional income and family de-
pendent guidelines.

Montgomery County an-
nually provides tax dollars to
FCMHC for those two services.
However, the level of dollars
has dropped from $302,000
in 2010 to under $79,000 in
2018. The hottom line for FC-
MHC: the organization cannot
continue to provide services
on a discounted fee schedule
without additional revenue

from Montgomery County,
Hennen said.

FCMHC has experienced
a budget deficit situation in
2018 and 2019 and met that
gap by eliminating as many as
26 positions, he said.

The downside, Hennen be-
lieves, is that fewer dollars
into the organization will lead
to less services. That trans-
lates into more problems in
the community.

“It’s proven: when psychi-
atric services decrease, emer-
gency services will increase,”
he said, noting that law en-
forcement and emergency
rooms will be on the front line
in dealing with reduced men-
tal health programs.

The demand for over-
all mental health services in
Montgomery County continues
to escalate, Hennen told com-
missioners. Among the statis-
tics he shared;

M 438 local residents sought
substance abuse programs in
calendar year 2018.

M a total of 3,260 Montgom-
ery County residents (undupli-
cated) sought mental health
services in calendar year 2018,
meaning one of every four res-
idents has received some form
of care from FCMHC.

B 1,775 Montgomery Coun-
ty residents received care
through FCMHC psychiatry
services in 2018.

» see FCMHC, page A7
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FCMHC: subsidy sought to meet growing

health services by pointing to
the rise in suicides and suicide
attempts. According to men-
tal health researchers, Kansas
has seen a 45 percent increase
in suicides in the past 17
years. The need to reach those
who have suicidal tendencies
should be of utmost concern to
all local leaders, he said.

“If a person contemplating
suicide has an issue where
they do not have access to lo-
cal mental health services,

that’s concerning to me,” he
said.
Commissioners will take

FCMHC’s funding request un-
der advisement as they build
their 2020 county budget in
July.

IN OTHER BUSINESS
transacted at Monday’s meet-
ing, county commissioners:

¢ agreed to designate Sher-
win-Wllliams Park in Cof-
feyville as a tobacco-free zone.
This follows the Coffeyville
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demand for services

Recreation Commission’s drive
to make all city parks absent
of tobacco. The Sherwin-Wil-
liams Park is not within the
city limits and sits within the
county’s jurisdiction.

¢ agreed to have county
clerk Charlotte Scott Schmidt
serve as the commission’s con-

tact for making the purchase
of the former American Red
Cross building in downtown
Coffeyville. Montgomery Coun-
ty has signed an agreement to
buy that property and convert
it into the Coffeyville Auto Tag
office in July. The closing on
that property will be June 28.
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